

Adopted 8/23/16


Introduced by Council Member Dennis and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Morgan, Carter and Hazouri: 

RESOLUTION 2016-537-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING FAMILIES OF SLAIN CHILDREN, INC. (FOSCI) AND ITS FOUNDER, BEVERLY MCCLAIN, FOR THEIR OUTSTANDING WORK ON BEHALF OF GRIEVING FAMILIES; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, in June 2005, Beverly McClain of Jacksonville lost a beloved son to murder, an event that changed the course of her life and inspired her to action; and


WHEREAS, in February 2006, as a result of her desire to turn tragedy into positive action, Ms. McClain founded the group Families of Slain Children, Inc. (FOSCI) to provide comfort, counsel and support to families who shared her experience of losing a child to violence; and


WHEREAS, now located on Myrtle Avenue, FOSCI has become a powerful advocate for families in their time of great need, providing services ranging from grief counseling and referrals to available social services to job search assistance and coordination of donations of food, clothing and other necessities to families in need; and 


WHEREAS, the FOSCI property is the site of the City’s memorial wall, which enshrines the names of children lost to violence; and


WHEREAS, in October 2014, Beverly McClain was named the Justice Coalition’s Extraordinary Citizen by the Coalition’s Victims’ Advocate newspaper in recognition of her years of compassionate service to families who share her experience; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Families of Slain Children, Inc. and its founder, Beverly McClain, for their outstanding and compassionate work on behalf of families who have suffered the tragic loss of a child. The Council is grateful to FOSCI and its supporters for the invaluable service they provide and the support they offer to families in times of sorrow and need.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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